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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind the Members there 
are less than 2 minutes remaining in 
this vote. 

b 1857 

So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on roll-

call Nos. 33 and 34, H. Res. 46 and H. Con. 
Res. 40, I was on the hill but my pager was 
inoperable. I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on both 
resolutions.

f 

b 1900 

IN SUPPORT OF THE PRESIDENT’S 
ECONOMIC PLAN 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I speak out today in support 
of the President’s economic plan. This 
plan is about three things: number one, 
jobs; number two, jobs; number three, 
jobs. 

If you do not have a job and you want 
a job, the President’s plan is for you. If 
you do have a job and you want a bet-
ter job, the President’s plan is for you. 

Some have said that this plan is only 
for the rich because it will eliminate 
double taxation on dividends. They say 
that because they are stuck in an eco-
nomic time warp and they refuse to un-
derstand the economic realities of 
today. Double taxation is un-American, 
and our seniors need this tax break so 
that that their retirement income can 
provide them with security and sta-
bility. 

The President’s plan provides an eco-
nomic stimulus for every American. It 
enacts tax policy that is pro-growth, 
pro-opportunity, and, most impor-
tantly, pro-family, and I am talking 
about the American family, every sin-
gle one of them. 

I urge my colleagues not to give in to 
the hand-wringers and to support this 
bold plan for America’s future. 

f 

TAX FAIRNESS 

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
do not normally give 1 minutes any 
more, but after hearing my colleague 
from the Republican side talk about it, 
I shall. 

I was home most of last week and 
talked with my constituents about the 
President’s proposed tax cut. One of 
the things that I think bothers a lot of 
folks is if we eliminate the so-called 
double taxation, we have double tax-
ation in lots of areas in our country, 
but if we eliminate double taxation, 

the double taxation is a good issue, but 
it is just patently wrong for a person in 
my district who makes $60,000 a year 
working at a chemical plant or refin-
ery, because they work 40 hours a week 
and maybe overtime to pay their tax 
rates. For somebody to sit home and 
clip coupons because maybe they inher-
ited that and they make $60,000 a year, 
to say I am sorry, you do not have to 
pay taxes on that is wrong. Income is 
income. 

Now, I agree that I would like to in-
crease the dividend deduction so we 
can help smaller investors, but, again, 
abolishing the dividend tax, which is 
half the President’s plan, is just pat-
ently wrong for the American people. 

f 

BALANCING THE COST OF WAR 
AGAINST THE COST OF TAX RE-
DUCTION 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, the biggest problem with the tax 
cut that President Bush has proposed 
is not that it is going to require over $4 
trillion in lost Federal revenue over 
the next decade, it is not that it is 
going to create more than a $2 trillion 
deficit, and it is not that the majority 
of it is going to go to those who need it 
the least, the biggest problem is that 
we do not know what the cost of the 
war is. 

We have gone down this road before 
and we wound up quadrupling the pub-
lic debt. The responsible thing to do is 
to hold off on tax cuts until we know 
what the cost of this conflict in Iraq 
will amount to, until we have some 
sense of how long we are going to have 
to stay there, until we have some sense 
of what it will cost to reconstruct that 
country, until we have some sense of 
what it will cost to establish a stable 
democracy before we get out of there 
and allow it to return to the kind of 
despotic leadership that it is subject to 
today. 

So let us be prudent. Let us hold off 
on tax cuts. If we must, we should pro-
ceed with a prudent foreign policy with 
regard to the Middle East. Let us rid 
the world of weapons of mass destruc-
tion to the extent we can do so, but let 
us not break the bank in the United 
States and pass the bill on to our chil-
dren. 

Let us be prudent and fiscally respon-
sible. Let us put off tax cuts until we 
know what kind of expense we are un-
dertaking with regard to the war in 
Iraq. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WHITFIELD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.
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PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 

THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERN-
MENT REFORM 108TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. TOM DAVIS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 2(a)(2) of Rule XI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, I here-
by submit the rules of the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform for the 108th Congress for 
publication in the Congressional Record. 
These rules were adopted by the Committee 
on February 13, 2003, in a meeting that was 
open to the public.

1. RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT REFORM 

U.S. House of Representatives 
108th Congress 

Rule XI, clause 1(a)(1)(A) of the House of 
Representatives provides: 

Except as provided in subdivision (B), the 
Rules of the House are the rules of its com-
mittees and subcommittees so far as applica-
ble. 

(B) A motion to recess from day to day, 
and a motion to dispense with the first read-
ing (in full) of a bill or resolution, if printed 
copies are available, each shall be privileged 
in committees and subcommittees and shall 
be decided without debate. 

Rule XI, clause 2(a)(1) of the House of Rep-
resentatives provides, in part: 

Each standing committee shall adopt writ-
ten rules governing its procedure. * * * 

In accordance with this, the Committee on 
Government Reform, on February 13, 2003, 
adopted the rules of the committee: 

Rule 1.—Application of Rules 
Except where the terms ‘‘full committee’’ 

and ‘‘subcommittee’’ are specifically referred 
to, the following rules shall apply to the 
Committee on Government Reform and its 
subcommittees as well as to the respective 
chairmen. 

[See House Rule XI, 1.] 
Rule 2.—Meetings 

The regular meetings of the full committee 
shall be held on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 10 a.m., when the House is in ses-
sion. The chairman is authorized to dispense 
with a regular meeting or to change the date 
thereof, and to call and convene additional 
meetings, when circumstances warrant. A 
special meeting of the committee may be re-
quested by members of the committee fol-
lowing the provisions of House Rule XI, 
clause 2(c)(2). Subcommittees shall meet at 
the call of the subcommittee chairmen. 
Every member of the committee or the ap-
propriate subcommittee, unless prevented by 
unusual circumstances, shall be provided 
with a memorandum at least three calendar 
days before each meeting or hearing explain-
ing (1) the purpose of the meeting or hearing;
and (2) the names, titles, background and 
reasons for appearance of any witnesses. The 
ranking minority member shall be respon-
sible for providing the same information on 
witnesses whom the minority may request. 

[See House Rule XI, 2 (b) and (c).] 
Rule 3.—Quorums 

A majority of the members of the com-
mittee shall form a quorum, except that two 
members shall constitute a quorum for tak-
ing testimony and receiving evidence, and 
one-third of the members shall form a 
quorum for taking any action other than the 
reporting of a measure or recommendation. 
If the chairman is not present at any meet-
ing of the committee or subcommittee, the 
ranking member of the majority party on 

the committee or subcommittee who is 
present shall preside at that meeting. 

[See House Rule XI, 2(h).] 
Rule 4.—Committee Reports 

Bills and resolutions approved by the com-
mittee shall be reported by the chairman fol-
lowing House Rule XIII, clauses 2–4. 

A proposed report shall not be considered 
in subcommittee or full committee unless 
the proposed report has been available to the 
members of such subcommittee or full com-
mittee for at least three calendar days (ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days, unless the House is in session on such 
days) before consideration of such proposed 
report in subcommittee or full committee. 
Any report will be considered as read if 
available to the members at least 24 hours 
before consideration, excluding Saturdays, 
Sundays, and legal holidays unless the House 
is in session on such days. If hearings have 
been held on the matter reported upon, every 
reasonable effort shall be made to have such 
hearings available to the members of the 
subcommittee or full committee before the 
consideration of the proposed report in such 
subcommittee or full committee. Every in-
vestigative report shall be approved by a ma-
jority vote of the committee at a meeting at 
which a quorum is present. 

Supplemental, minority, or additional 
views may be filed following House Rule XI, 
clause 2(l) and Rule XIII, clause 3(a)(1). The 
time allowed for filing such views shall be 
three calendar days, beginning on the day of 
notice, but excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 
and legal holidays (unless the House is in 
session on such a day), unless the committee 
agrees to a different time, but agreement on 
a shorter time shall require the concurrence 
of each member seeking to file such views. 

An investigative or oversight report may 
be filed after sine die adjournment of the last 
regular session of Congress, provided that if 
a member gives timely notice of intention to 
file supplemental, minority or additional 
views, that member shall be entitled to not 
less than seven calendar days in which to 
submit such views for inclusion with the re-
port. 

Only those reports approved by a majority 
vote of the committee may be ordered print-
ed, unless otherwise required by the Rules of 
the House of Representatives. 

Rule 5.—Proxy Votes 
In accordance with the Rules of the House 

of Representatives, members may not vote 
by proxy on any measure or matter before 
the committee or any subcommittee. 

[See House Rule XI, 2(f).] 
Rule 6.—Record Votes 

A record vote of the members may be had 
upon the request of any member upon ap-
proval of a one-fifth vote of the members 
present. 

Rule 7.—Record of Committee Actions 
The committee staff shall maintain in the 

committee offices a complete record of com-
mittee actions from the current Congress in-
cluding a record of the rollcall votes taken 
at committee business meetings. The origi-
nal records, or true copies thereof, as appro-
priate, shall be available for public inspec-
tion whenever the committee offices are 
open for public business. The staff shall as-
sure that such original records are preserved 
with no unauthorized alteration, additions, 
or defacement. 

[See House Rule XI, 2(e).] 
Rule 8.—Subcommittees; Referrals 

There shall be seven subcommittees with 
appropriate party ratios that shall have 
fixed jurisdictions. Bills, resolutions, and 
other matters shall be referred by the chair-
man to subcommittees within two weeks for 

consideration or investigation in accordance 
with their fixed jurisdictions. Where the sub-
ject matter of the referral involves the juris-
diction of more than one subcommittee or 
does not fall within any previously assigned 
jurisdiction, the chairman shall refer the 
matter as he may deem advisable. Bills, res-
olutions, and other matters referred to sub-
committees may be reassigned by the chair-
man when, in his judgement, the sub-
committee is not able to complete its work 
or cannot reach agreement therein. In a sub-
committee having an even number of mem-
bers, if there is a tie vote with all members 
voting on any measure, the measure shall be 
placed on the agenda for full committee con-
sideration as if it had been ordered reported 
by the subcommittee without recommenda-
tion. This provision shall not preclude fur-
ther action on the measure by the sub-
committee. 

Rule 9.—Ex Officio Members 
The chairman and the ranking minority 

member of the committee shall be ex officio 
members of all subcommittees. They are au-
thorized to vote on subcommittee matters; 
but, unless they are regular members of the 
subcommittee, they shall not be counted in 
determining a subcommittee quorum other 
than a quorum for taking testimony.

Rule 10.—Staff 
Except as otherwise provided by House 

Rule X, clauses 6, 7 and 9, the chairman of 
the full committee shall have the authority 
to hire and discharge employees of the pro-
fessional and clerical staff of the full com-
mittee and of subcommittees. 

Rule 11.—Staff Direction 
Except as otherwise provided by House 

Rule X, clauses 6, 7 and 9, the staff of the 
committee shall be subject to the direction 
of the chairman of the full committee and 
shall perform such duties as he may assign. 

Rule 12.—Hearing Dates and Witnesses 
The chairman of the full committee will 

announce the date, place, and subject matter 
of all hearings at least one week before the 
commencement of any hearings, unless he 
determines, with the concurrence of the 
ranking minority member, or the committee 
determines by a vote, that there is good 
cause to begin such hearings sooner. So that 
the chairman of the full committee may co-
ordinate the committee facilities and hear-
ings plans, each subcommittee chairman 
shall notify him of any hearing plans at least 
two weeks before the date of commencement 
of hearings, including the date, place, sub-
ject matter, and the names of witnesses, 
willing and unwilling, who would be called to 
testify, including, to the extent he is advised 
thereof, witnesses whom the minority mem-
bers may request. The minority members 
shall supply the names of witnesses they in-
tend to call to the chairman of the full com-
mittee or subcommittee at the earliest pos-
sible date. Witnesses appearing before the 
committee shall so far as practicable, submit 
written statements at least 24 hours before 
their appearance and, when appearing in a 
non-governmental capacity, provide a cur-
riculum vitae and a listing of any Federal 
Government grants and contracts received in 
the previous fiscal year. 

[See House Rules XI, 2 (g)(3), (g)(4),(j) and 
(k).] 

Rule 13.—Open Meetings 
Meetings for the transaction of business 

and hearings of the committee shall be open 
to the public or closed in accordance with 
Rule XI of the House of Representatives. 

[See House Rules XI, 2 (g) and (k).] 
Rule 14.—Five-Minute Rule 

(1) A committee member may question a 
witness only when recognized by the chair-
man for that purpose. In accordance with 
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